* 


——— ew on =>, + 


Id 
1 
92 
8 
2 
, , 
Sf 
7a. 
9 
1 * 
by.” 
* 
w” 
he 
R 
WW: 
3 
o = 
IF 
. 


4 % 
7 . 
day's 8 
* Xs 
F — 2 
* 3 
4 S, 
"SV." D454 
57 
* 
* 
„% # 


* 


* * 


1 
N 
"4s |» 


* c 
4 
4 +. 
: 
is, "1 3 
þ 
[3 
we 
© . 


* So 4 
x 
3 
723 
2. 
ae 
> 
V 
2 
* 
1 5 


- "Y . 2 ** 
3 - 
= 


2 
7 
*. 
* 

* 
bh 


* 


ves 


<4 


HAVE READ . 


TO THOSE WHO 


I 


3 


n JOHN DALRYMPLE's PAMPHLET, 


* 4 = * i = . 5 2 

5 . 

977 : F A, 5 4 ? 1 4 

EE WER - 
_ADDRESSBD + 


TO THOSE WHO HAVE READ | 


sm JOHN DALRYMPLE's PAMPHLET, 


IN SUPPORT OF A TAX, 
AND PERMISSION TO EXPORT RAW WOOL, 


BY A 


PLAIN MATTER OF FACT MAN. 
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8 it is the inherent birthright of 


an Engliſhman in all national 
queſtions to think and to ſpeak for him- 
ſelf, if he be fo inclined, I ſhall not 1 
make any apology for endeavouring to 
anſwer Sir John Dalrymple” 8 pamphlet | 
on the preſent intended application to | 
parliament, for an allowance or permiſ- | 
| fion to export Raw Wool. 11 this ap. | 
plication be ſucceſsful, it will, in my 


opinion, abſolutely ruin the Cloathing 


trade, which is almoſt the only 1 [| | 


_ commodity this country has leſt. 


” L [1 \ 
't 
an | 
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0 6 1 
am y to obſerve, that the public at at 
large | ſeem to conſider this as a queſtion 5 
to be decided by the gentlemen of Lin- 


NB colnſhire on the one fide, and the | 


| 78 Woollen manufacturers on the other, . 


3 which has deceived many into a belief, 


chat the ſanded intereſt of that county 
; are all for themeaſure, and conſideri it as 
their intereſt to ſupport it, whereas, as 
N far as I have keen able to judge, from 
conv erſing with many gentlemen of the 


| firſt fortune and character of that coun- 


BY ty, the reverſe is the lact, they con- 
| ſider it as the ſcheme of a few diſap- 


H pointed monopoliſers of that article, and 


| by no means approve hs 


All 


(C3) 


All the arguments Sir John Dalrym- 


8 aſes ſeem to be grounded on three 
ſpecific data, which he lays down as 
' inconteſtible ; - but all which I hope to 


prove erroneous 


' Firſt, That the gentlemen of Lin- 
colnſhire have, within theſe laſt thirty | 


: years amazingly improved the fleeces of 
that county, , and that, notwithſtand- 
ing this great improv ement, Raw wod! 
is fallen in Lincolnſhire 50 per cent. 


and in moſt other counties 30. 


Secondly J He lays great ſtreſs on tue 
immenſe quantity of wool, he ſuppoſes. 


to be annually angeles out of this, 


kingdom, | 


Thirdly, A 


ST YE „ c 


CY OY 
Thirdly, That great national benefit 
| may be derived from his having diſco- 


vered an article that | is not as * ſpeci- 


fically taxed. 


[ ' To the firſt argument I wall obſerre, 

chat Sir John does not ſeem to know 
chat a country- gentleman may very 
3 greatly improve his eſtate, and alſo 
78 greatly increaſe the ſize of his cattle, 
particularly ſheep, the ſubject in queſ- 
tion, and by that very method deſtroy 


4 the quality of his wool, as in the pre- 


ſent caſe, where, I believe, it is well 
known the value of the fleece decreaſes 
nearly in proportion to the increaſed 
| | fize and weight of the ſheep. If the 


above 


TT 


Wee is the fact, sir Joh s deciſion, 
that. the great increaſe | in the length, 
& weight, and quality of the fleeces, 
Do made by the gentlemen of Lincoln- 
60 ſbire, e even within cheſe laſt thirty - 
« years, ſhews the extent to which the 
« improvement of Engliſh wool might 
« be carried,” appears to be very er- 
roneous, as he joins improved quality 
to the immediate cauſes of its deereaſ- 
ed value. I muſt further obſerve, that 
| though the courſe wool of Lincolnſhire 
18 certainly ſunk greatly in its value 
(though 1 in no proportion to what Sir 
John ſeems © to think ), yet the gentle- 
men in Lincolnſhire have greatly im- 
proved their eſtates, and {ell their wool 


at this time to as much profit as ever; 3 


Tt 10 12 

if the average price be taken for the 
laſt fifteen years, upon good Weſt 
4 country wool, it will be found to be 
about a guinea per tod—The fleeces 
running about ꝙ or 10 to a tod The 
Lincolnſhire gentlemen have ſo greatly 
improved their land that they can feed 
a breed of ſheep ſo much larger as for 
3 or 4 fleeces to weigh a tod. A tod 
of this wool, I am well informed, found 
5 laſt year a ready market at 128 and 
128 6d; therefore, if the gentlemen 
have improved land, ſo as to carry 7 
of the preſent breed where they carried 
10 of the former, they are at the 
preſent low price a gainer at the leaſt 
Zs per tod. This appears to me fair 
argument; 1 agree with Sir John that 


eſtates 


( 11 y 


eſtates in Lincolnſhire are greatly im- 


proved, but conceive we muſt look for 


that! improvement in the quantity rather 


than in the quality of either the carcaſe 


or the fleece. 


I cannot avoid noticing in this place 
a remark of Sir John's that proves to 
me he is not well informed on che 
ſubject of huſbandry, however extenſive 


his knowledge may be on others. 


« The caſtilian fleeces are as miſera- 


ble, though | in che fineſt climate in the 


world, as they are on the worſt hills ! in 
Scotland, 7 never had the honour of 
vifiting thoſe hills, but have ever un- 
derſtood both the mutton. and wool to 


be remarkably fine, and that the ovly 


miſe- 


9 
. 

| 

[ 
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John mentions, being 50 per cent. in 


ſome 30 per cent. in all counties; I 


and kept it until nearly ſpoiled, peak 


above, found a ready market laſt year 


merle confiletition” was the very 


ſmall number they would maintain. 4 


With reſpe& to the fall in price, Sir 


have no doubt he is led into che miſ⸗ 
take by the aſſertions of a very few 
Intereſted monopoliſers, who having 


bought great quantities on ſpeculation, 


of the price offered them, and not the 
Price of new wool, which, as I aſſerted 


at 128 and 128 6d in Lincolnſhire 
the average price of wool for the laſt 
ten years preceding the American war, 
8 not exceed 17s, conſequently the 

TM 
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fall of wool in that county does not ex- 


ceed 29 per cent. and the loſs is am- 
plymade up in the quantity. The fine 
wool in all other parts 18 ſcarcely fallen 
10 per cent and 1 is as much ſought af- 
ter as ever. 


Sir John's s fecond argument, of his 


inunenſe quantity ſmuggled, being a 


: matter of fact eafily decided, requires 
little to be faid | in anſwer : I ſhall make 


two obſervations ; firſt, that I cannot 


take his quotations of Smith's Memoirs 


as proof in a matter of this conſe- 


quence: ſecondly, I know Sir John's 


aſſertion, that “If it be enquired from 
what coaſts the largeſt quantity of Eng- 
ith wool has been ſmuggled to France, 


and to what coaſts the greateſt quan- 
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tity of French goods have 'been nun to 
England, they will be found the lame,” 


to be very erroneous; as I have no 


doubt the coaſts of Kent receive more 
French ſmuggled goods, than any in 
England; and I am certain very little 
if any wool is ever ex ported i in return, 
it being well known our ſmugglers 
pay ready caſh for all they b buy —and 
further, i it is well known that the ſmug- 
gling trade 1s carried on, either in open 
boats or cutters, built remarkably 
ſharp for ſwift filing, and in the dark- 
eſt and molt tempeſtuous nights—Now 
inſanity alone could induce men to 
carry, as Sir John ſuppoſes, a freight 
of wool for a freight of ſpirits, and in 
the former of theſe veſſels, as the rain 


or 


( us J 
| or r ſpray at fell in the boat would all 
be imbibed by the wool, and the pump 
be made uſeleſs, therefore they muſt 
either throw their cargo overboard, or 
ſink. —The latter fort of veſſels, not 
being provided with Sir John's 8 ſcrews, 
would, from their make, carry no 
Jy: | 
The third argument uſed. by" Sir 
John, © That great national benefit 
may acrue, and much national induſtry 
be excited by a tax on Wool export- 
ed,” is ſo diametricall) ly oppoſite 1 to my 
ideas, that T am actually at a loſs 
' Where to begin my anſwer. 
But as 1 have no intention of enter- 
ing into long political diſquiſitions, 
; which ate both foreign to the matter 


in 


| —— : 16 ä 
| in queſtion, ahd to which I may 7. nioſt 
_ probably prove el 1 ſhall only 
obſerve, that 4 believe Sir John's idea 

in this reſpect alſo erroneous as new, 
£ and the reaſon I ſhall give for thinking 
is, that if his ideas on this ſubje& be 
. juſt, we ought. at this moment to be 


the happieſt, moſt contented, and moſt 
| induſtrious people on earth, as we have 
1 had the fayor of more taxes conferred 
on us, in the courſe. of the laſt fix 
Fears, then would pay intereſt probably 
of half the debts of Europe. en 
There are ſeveral obſervations of Sir 
John' 85 which are as Vi ell worthy no- 


Ty 7.x „ 


ttiſce as his three eſtabliſhed maxim Fr 
” The firſt I ſhall take the liberty o of men- 


- tioning, is that paſſage where he fays | 


A tax. 


. 5 11 12 s 


„ 
* a tax upon the exportation of Eng- 
| liſh wool will in one reſpect operate 
exactly in the ſame manner that a tax 

upon the exportation of Spaniſh wool 
has operated; for in order to eſcape 
the weight of the tax merchants will 
export only the fineſt kinds of wool, 
and the Wool Growers, knowing this, 
will vie with each other who (hall pro- 
duce the fineſt.” Sir John has here 
entered ſo deeply into the intereſt of 
Engliſh gentlemen, that he ab 'olutely 
loſes light of the poor manufacturer; 

but I ſhould imagine their inter et 
would, in this caſe at leaſt, be ſo cloſe- 

ly blended with the Jand-owners and 

holders that it will be impoſſible for 
Sir John to ſeparate them, as if the 
merchant, as he inſinuates, export on- 
ly the fineſt. of our wool, the farmer, 
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will find a abu af best cid of 60 
coarſe, at: any price; and as the wool 
of Lincolnſhire is all coarſe, this argu- 
ment appears to me to confute what | it 
is brought to prove. A 
Another obſervation ir John ſeems 
to think of great weight is, he wiſhes 
to draw a parallel between the utility 
of exporting corn and wool—He ſays, 
1 if it be imprudent to ſupply our ene- 
mies with a raw material for their ma- 

: nufacture, at an advanced price, it 
ſeems more imprudent to ſupply them 
with food, the firſt principle ef al 
manufactures, at a lower price than we 
eat it ourſclves.“ This argument, 
which ſeems to carry more fairneſs, is 
upon examination cqually fallacious.— 
Fuſt I aſſert, that the price Which we 
Call low, and at which we allow of ex- 
| pors 


; 1 7 
: 


60 19 * 


| portation, is till ſo high to the anch "3 
that I much doubt whether, their ma- 
nufacturers ever eat any of it, their 


uſual food being rye or barley. bread, 


1 which will always be cheaper than 


wheaten—Secondly, if the call or vent 
for our woollens depended upon the 
priee, it would be lamentable indeed, as 
the French now do and ever Will under- = 
ſell us; but the fa& is, the goodneſs in 
quality, and the duration of our ma- 


nufacture is ſuch, that, though much 
B dearer, they are generally preferred. 
Now Jas the exportation of our Raw 
Wool, by Sir John's own confeſſion, 
can only take place when that commo- 
dity is cheap in England and dear 


abroad, it will certainly tend to equalize 


dhe hegeocra] Nite. as well as enable, our 
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Hand is annihilated, as they will always 
underſell us, from many eircumſtances, 

= particularly that the French manufac 
turers are content with lower wages, and 
worſe living than an Reer ig wal 
fubmit to. e 


* 


che gocdueſ of 
odity, and whenever that 
de Cloathing trade of Eng- 


The laſt obſervation Sir John 1 


and which alone appears to me to re- 
fate all the arguments he uſes, is from 

Le Negoce d' A mſterdam, which proves 
che price of wool abroad to be fo much 
higher than in England, that, ſays he, 
Parliament may lay a larger duty on 
exportation, than Government will 
probably aſk, without the riſk of raiſ- 
ing the price of wool foreign na- 
tions ſo high as to ſtop their demand 
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for it. + This extract, to every thinks - 
ing mind, carries its comment with it, 


though I cannot help remarking the 


moderation of our Government, in the 


article of taxation, is notorious, 
Much more might be urged on this 


ſabjee, but hoping what I have ad- 
vanced will open the eyes of the land- 


owners and holders to the importance 


ol it, or induce ſome abler Engliſh pen 
to treat it more at large, I ſhall cloſe my 
4 obſervations with a ſincere and honeſt 
a prayer, that a time of emancipation 
may arrive, when every production of 
this devoted country, whether uſeful 
or neceſſary, may no longer be liable 
to be ſcan d by our good friends of 
35 Scotland, with a view only to taxation; 
5 and that, when they are diſpoſed to 
| tum their thoughts that way, they 


will 


+ * Y 5 
5 i confider of proper means to remaſe 
ko che Treaſuiy of England the fair 
8 Production of f thoſe taxes already laid 
5 in Scotland, as the public would be as 
ſtoni ſhed, were they to be acquainted 
with the ſmallneſs of their amount 
and that when sir John, i in particular, 
18 nelined to promote a plan for the 
- prevention; of {muggling, Which I con- 
leſs * moſt laudable fndertaking, he 
would begin with the article of f French 
claret ſmuggled to Scotland, to che 


great advantage of our natural enemy, 


3 French, | and to the much greater 


1 loſs of their baſt friend, che Engliſh 


; for however ſurpriſing | it may appear to 
n Sir John, the Engliſh prefer clarct to 
port as well as the Scotch, though the 


f former drink it at 55 per bottle, while 
the latter have 3 2 profuſion, at 28. rg 
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ng gone chus far, I, {hall beg 
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Joie to name ſome few of the many = 
parent reaſons for the ſeeming decreaſe 
in the value of Lincolnſhite woot, 
hom: the exceſſive price it has born, 
which reaſons 1 ſhall not endeavour to 
enforce, 48 I ſhould conceive it an i in- 
ſult to the underſtanding of the public. 
ſt, The ſtoppage of all vent for our 
manufactured wool, by our being at 
war with almoſt every maritime power. 
- 2dly, The enormous expence and 
riſque of thoſe channels for exporta- 


tion that are ſtill left open. 
34 y, The value of obey being 
mn trebled. 

4thly, The annikilz ation of a molt 


capital branch of the woolien manu- 
facture. the Norwich trade loſt by the 


| 
K @ 
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. * 
 3thly, The increaſe. of incloſures 


. - a improvement of bak both which 
have conſiderably increaſed the quanti- 
ty of that particular fort of Wool. 

The above reaſons conſidered, with 
the remembrance, that the aſtoniſhing- 
ly increaſed value of money, will al- 

* ways tend to leſſen the value not of 

wool alone, but of every article it is 

intended to purchaſe, may I hope 
awaken my fellow ſubjects from a ſcene 

1 of blood and carnage hardly reconcile- 
able with the principles of ſavages, 
= much leſs chriſtians, to the hopes of 
peace and a reſtoration of commer- 
cial and mutual... benefits with our 
neighbours, 8 <= 
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